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The expansion covers nearly 300,000 people who live across northern Texas, along the Panhandle from Washington state to
Arkansas to southern Texas, including hundreds of thousands more in Houston and Austin.. "It's a pretty significant cut - a
dramatic decrease in the Medicaid program," David Cooper, director of the Center for Health Policy Research at the University
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, said of Texas' expansion.. Critics of the legislation said the program could take a long
time to fill. And critics said the Texas Medicaid expansion had drawn people too soon into Medicaid, a program originally
intended to address the needs of the disabled.
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2009.
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the nation's tightest enrollment rules.. In Texas, many people eligible for Medicaid declined to apply for insurance after their
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